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1 Oral transmission of information from original witnesses through
2 chains of successors is a key of Islamic written works. Because of the
3 legal and normative significance of hadith and the prominence of hadith
4 studies among Muslim scholars, most scholarly attention has been
5 focused on this kind of transmission. But, in fact, information could be
6 transmitted from various primary sources for a variety of reasons.
7 Biographies of the Prophet, Quranic exegesis, historical works, etc.
8 A large number of the sahabiyyat were the primary source of hadiths
9 from the Prophet in the strict sense, or they related information about
10 themselves or others surrounding Muhammad. The authors of
11 biographical collections on the Companions are clearly interested in
12 this aspect of the woman's role to varying degree, but this is not
13 the sole rationale for including woman. Specialized collections of
14 transmitters of tradition focused on this subject. In this context, it
15 should be emphasized that women were not considered less reliable
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16 than men in transmitting information. On the contrary, the evidence of
17 female Companions was essential in formulating Islamic law.

18 The archetype of female transmitters is Aisha, the favored wife of the
19 Prophet. She is said to have transmitted 1,210 traditions, although

20 only about 300 are included in the canonical collections of Bukhary
21 and Muslim. In Malik's legal compendium, she is the primary source
22 of 83 traditions from or about the Prophet, as well as one from her

23 father Abu Bakr, and one from the third caliph, ‘Umar.
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