
Program

The MA Intellectual Encounters is a one-year, 
blended-learning graduate program held in English. 
It combines synchronic e-learning (80 %) with three 
in-class sessions (20 %) during which students 
and teachers actually come together for several 
days/couple of weeks for discussion, teaching and 
examination. 

Students are trained and mentored by internationally 
acclaimed scholars who are to be counted among the 
leading experts in their respective fields of research. 
They become acquainted with a broad spectrum 
of aspects of the Islamicate world, such as rational 
theology and philosophy, law and legal methodology 
as well as material culture and social history with an 
emphasis on primary texts in the original language 
(Arabic). Moreover, a personal tutor system assures 
academic supervision and mentoring parallel to 
the online classes and classroom trainings. Degree 
awarding body is Freie Universität Berlin realizing 
the MA program in close collaboration with bilateral 
partners in Israel and Palestine.  

Classes are being taught in live online-sessions

For further information, please contact

MA Intellectual Encounters of the Islamicate World

Freie Universität Berlin

Department of History and Cultural Studies

Fabeckstraße 23-25

14195 Berlin

ieiw@geschkult.fu-berlin.de

www.ihiw.de

www.fu-berlin.de
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MA Intellectual Encounters of the Islamicate World

Intellectual richness and unparalleled variety characte-
rize the world of Islam throughout its history. From the 
9th century CE onwards, Muslims, Christians and Jews 
shared a common every day and cultural language, 
Arabic, which they used to circulate ideas, concepts and 
texts. The ensuing exchange was mutually enriching 
and multi-dimensional in character. 

The MA program Intellectual Encounters of the Islami-
cate World is dedicated to the study of this extremely 
rich and diverse intellectual heritage. Unlike traditional 
academic approaches, that tend to study the intellectual 
history of the Muslim world according to separated 
disciplines, our MA program systematically crosses dis-
ciplinary, religious, cultural and philological boundaries 
in order to gain new and innovative insights.

The strongly research-driven MA program offers a 
unique introduction into a highly productive academic 
field that is currently experiencing deep challenges of 
how to think about intellectual history and its metho-
dologies. Acknowledging a plurality of perspectives, 
the degree course helps students to consolidate their 
analytical skills and critical thinking. 

Course structure

Semester Modules
MA 

thesis

Winter

Semester

Module:

Intellectual history I

10 ECTS

Module:

Law and legal 

methodology

10 ECTS MA 

thesis

20 

ECTS

Lecture Tutorial Lecture Tutorial

Summer

Semester

Module:

Intellectual history II

10 ECTS

Module:

Material culture / 

Social history

10 ECTS

Lecture Tutorial Lecture Tutorial

In Brief

Duration of course Two semesters (one year)

Start Annually in winter semester

Degree Master of Arts (M.A.)

Application period
15 April until 31 May of the 

respective academic year

Tuition fees
No tuition fees; registration fee of 

about 60 Euro per semester

Scholarships
full scholarships for Palestinian nationals

full scholarships for Israeli nationals

Program structure

Beginning 

of October

Introductory Week

(6 days)

In-class session

Cordoba (prov.)

mid-Oct 

to mid-February

Teaching period

Semester I

Online phase

February

or March

Colloquium I

(13 days)

In-class session

Berlin

mid-April 

to mid-July

Teaching period

Semester II

Online phase

August 

or September

Colloquium II

(13 days)

In-class session

Berlin

Entry Requirements

• Above-average first university degree 

• 240 (in exceptional cases 180) ECTS, at least 
80 of which must be in one or more of the 
following disciplines: Islamic, Arabic, Jewish 
or Religious Studies, Philosophy, History 
and/or equivalent fields 

• Excellent language proficiency in English    
(C 1) and Arabic (B2)

Foto: Bernd Wannenmacher


